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N A V A L  S U B M A R I N E  B A S E  K I N G S  B A Y  

  Ready or not, the time to prepare for the 2024-2025 school year is here!  
The early August start date of Camden County Schools tends to catch 
newly-arriving military families by surprise.  To help ease the transition, the 
Kings Bay School host school tours for military families.   
     Military students and parents who have just arrived in Camden County 
or who have students promoted to a new grade level/school are invited to 
join.  During the tours participants have an opportunity to become familiar 
with each school’s campus, its policies, and procedures.  Teachers are not 
available for the tour and class assignment are not likely to be completed 
at the time of the tour.   
     If you are interested in taking one of these tours, you come directly to 
the school, but registering your participation in advance helps the School 
Liaison prepare for each tour.  You register by calling the School Liaison at 
(912) 573-8986 or writing kingsbaysl@us.navy.mil (Subject: Military Family 
School Tour).  See you there! 
    

Tuesday, July 23rd: 

9:00 am — Crooked River ES 

1:00 pm —  Mary Lee Clark ES 

Wednesday, July 24th: 

9:00 am — Sugarmill ES 

1:00 pm — Matilda Harris ES 

Thursday, July 25th: 

9:00 am — St. Marys Middle School 

1:00 pm —  Camden Middle School 

Friday, July 26th: 

9:00 am—Camden County High School 
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Tuesday, August 6th 

Camden County Schools Open 



P A G E  2  

 

E D U C A T I O N  S T A T I O N  

   “Open House” for Camden County Schools will 

be hosted on Friday, August 2nd.  A special Pre-K 

and Kindergarten Camp will be hosted on Thurs-

day, August 1st.  This is a great opportunity for 

parents and students to visit the school campus, 

meet teachers and staff, and learn about specific 

programs.  Parents, you may be tempted to say, 

“been there, done that," but you have to careful to remember that 

this is for the child as much as it for you. These opportunities are especially 

meaningful for military children who may have just “PCS’d” here.  Open House gives each 

child a chance to experience the new school in way that is age–appropriate and meets his 

or her individual social and academic needs. Here a few important reasons to attend the 

Open House at each of your children’s schools: 

1. Meet the teacher: This will show the teacher that you are serious about your parental 

involvement, that you are invested in your child's education and you want to establish a col-

laboration with him or her for great results for your child. 

2. Learn about the curriculum: Sure, education has a lot of acrynoms and jargon that 

can sound like Greek, but hearing it, asking questions and taking notes will make it less of a 

mystery. This will help you explain to your child the importance of learning goals and under-

stand more clearly if your child requires accommodations. 

3. Meet other parents: We are so fortunate to live in an age where communication is at 

your fingertips literally. Perhaps you can create a study group for the students in your child's 

class, a rotating list of names for snack or even a birthday-of-the-month club. 

4. Look for potential concerns: This is a time you can discover a way to support your 

child and the teacher, how to support the curriculum from home and the best way to com-

municate with the teacher.  Getting an early understanding may prevent problems later in 

the year.   

5. Opportunities to support: There are many opportunities to help, whether it's signing 

up for the Fall Festival or cutting out laminated items for the classroom.  Be consistent with 

the offer of support because it is so important that your military child to observe your partici-

pation. It gives him or her a sense of connection to school.  Get involved and stay involved!   

      

 

Pre-K and Kindergarten Camp:  Aug. 1st — 9:00 am —11:00 am 

Elementary Open House:  Aug. 2nd — 3:30 pm — 5:30 pm  

Middle School Open House: Aug. 2nd — 5:00 pm —7:00 pm 

High School Open House: Aug. 2nd — 11:00 am — 1:00 pm 
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  Operation Homefront and Dollar Tree have partnered to ease some of the financial stress of back-to-

school purchases by collecting school supply donations from Dollar Tree customers in southeast Georgia.  

Donations will be distributed to service members and their families for a first-come, first-served basis. 

     Active duty members (E-5 and below) who may need this assistance are asked 

to contact their Command Master Chiefs (CMC) or Sergeant Majors to have their 

names added to a list which commands will be provided to the chapel.  Those  

participating in the “Blessing of the Backpacks” program are invited to the 

collect school supplies on Monday and Tuesday, July 29th and July 30th 

from 0900 —1300 in the chapel education building.  Supplies are limited! Let’s 

begin this school year by sending our military students back to the classroom with 

all they need!    

Tips for a Successful School Year 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

   Having a successful school year does not happen by accident.  By working together, parents and stu-

dents can put certain routines in place that will lay a foundation for a strong academic year.  Here are few 

tips to help your military child have a school year that will make the whole family proud: 

1. READ EVERYDAY!  You can read to your child or have your child read to you ...either way, 

READ!  Student performance reports that student who read consistently make the greatest gains. 

2. Create a consistent school routine — Having daily routines such as a nutritious breakfast, bedtimes 

and study times give structure to the day and can help your child develop new levels of discipline.   

3. Get involved and STAY involved!  Make it a point to ask your child AND the teacher questions 

about what is being learned in school — especially in middle and high school.   The more you know 

the better! 

4. Communicate — Maintain open lines of communication with faculty, staff, and administrators from the 

beginning of the school year.  You can and should contact educators anytime you have concerns.   

5. Build partnerships—Whether you work with other parents or teachers, working with others makes 

the most of the resources available to help students succeed.  You don’t have to do this alone. 

6. Be positive!  -  Always speak positively about school, learning AND your child ’s teacher.  Your 

attitude will likely be reflected in student effort and performance.  If learning is important to you, it will 

be important to your child...and opposite is true. 

7. Ask for help!  — There are a host of service providers both 

in  school and on the installation just waiting to offer support 

e.g. the school counselor, the School Liaison, and/or the   

Military and Family Life Counselors (MFLC).  Let these     

professionals come along side and help make this a great 

school year! 

 



Homeschool Happenings!  
     Many military parents choose to homeschool their children for various reasons 
— frequent military relocations, faith-based convictions, special needs of children, 

etc.  Homeschooling is a great educational alternative because it offers military families a degree of 
control and flexibility not often found in a traditional school setting.  Georgia law requires parents or 
guardians who teach their children at home to submit to the Georgia Department of Education 
(GADOE) an annual Declaration of Intent form within 30 days after establishment of a home study 
program and by September 1st annually thereafter.  According to Georgia statute, parents or guardi-
ans choosing to homeschool should be prepared to do the following:  
 

1. Parent or guardian must be submitted ONLINE to the Georgia Department of Education a 

Declaration of Intent to Utilize a Home Study Program by September 1 or within 30 

days after the program is established.  Visit https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and

-Assessment/Pages/Home-Study-DOI.aspx to complete this form, 

2. The declaration must include the names and ages of the students, the address where the   

program is located, and the dates of the school year, 

3.  Parents or guardians may teach only their own children in the home study program.  The 

teaching parent and/or guardian or tutor employed by the parents or guardians must hold a 

high school diploma or General Equivalency Diploma (GED), 

4.  The home study program must include, but it is should not be limited to, instruction in reading, 

language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science, 

5.  The school must include the equivalent of 180 days of at least 4 ½ hours of daily instruction 

unless the child is physically unable to comply with this requirement, and  

6. Students in home study programs shall be subject to an appropriate nationally standardized 

testing program administered in consultation with a person trained in the administra-

tion and interpretation of norm-referenced tests.  The student MUST be evaluated at least 

every three years beginning in the third grade and records of the testing must be maintained. 

   

     Additional information is available from the Georgia Department of Education at (404) 656-2800 

or (800) 311-3627.   
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https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Pages/Home-Study-DOI.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Pages/Home-Study-DOI.aspx
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Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 Homeschool Access to Extracurricular Activities 

     After being approved by the Georgia House of Representatives and Senate, 
Senate Bill 42 became law when it was signed by Governor Brian Kemp on May 6, 2021. This new 
law allows homeschooled students to participate in extracurricular activities and interscholastic 
activities in their districts if the following six requirements are met: 

1. At least 30 days before the first school day of the semester the parent or guardian notifies 
the district that the student will be participating, provides a copy of the student’s most re-
cent annual progress report, and provides “written verification” that the student is 
“receiving a passing grade in each home study program course, is maintaining satisfactory 
progress toward advancement, and meets the requirements for participation in the speci-
fied extracurricular or interscholastic activity,”  

2. For each semester in which the home study student participates in an extracurricular or in-
terscholastic activity, the home study student enrolls in and attempts to complete one 
“qualifying course” (virtual instruction program, a dual-enrollment college course, or an 
on-site course),  

3.  The student meets established age, academic, behavioral, conduct, disciplinary, residence, 
zoning, and other rules and requirements and provides any supporting documentation 
required by the resident school, 

4.  The student abides by the same student code of conduct and disciplinary measures and 
transportation policies as students enrolled at the resident school,  

5.  The student completes the tryout process or the equivalent for participation in the speci-
fied extracurricular or interscholastic activity applicable to all students for participation 
in the specified extracurricular or interscholastic activity and provides any supporting doc-
umentation required by the resident school,” and 

6.  If the extracurricular or interscholastic activity  involves a competitive selection process, the 
home study student must be selected. 

     If these requirements are met, the school district “shall not deny a home study student the op-
portunity to try out and participate if selected in any extracurricular or interscholastic activities 
available at the resident school or in the resident school system.”  If there questions, please con-
sult with the appropriate district personnel or legal counsel. 

Homeschool Happenings!  
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Branch Medical Clinic Services 
     Enrolling in Georgia schools requires two medical forms: which 

must be signed by a Georgia physician.  No need to panic!  Not hav-

ing the medical forms submitted when school starts will NOT keep a mili-

tary child from attending public school once the online registration has 

been properly completed.  The Interstate Compact grants military parents 

an additional 30 calendar days to comply with district medical require-

ments: 

Form 3300 — Certificate of Immunization   

Military parents need only bring existing “shot records” to the Immunization Office at the 

Kings Bay Branch Medical Clinic in order for clinic personnel to transfer information onto 

this required Georgia form.  No appointment is necessary.  Please contact Della Poponea of 

at (912) 573-8250 for more information.  

Form 3231— Certificate of Vision, Hearing, Dental and Nutrition  

This is essentially the record on which the school physical is recorded.  Upon arrival, 

military parents will need contact the network provider for their school-age children in 

order to make the necessary appointments.  The attending physician can complete this 

form for submission to local schools. 

Vaccination requirements for students entering 7th  and 11th grades: 

All students born on or after January 1, 2002 and entering, advancing or transferring into 
7th grade in Georgia must have proof of an adolescent pertussis (whooping cough) booster 
vaccination (called “Tdap”) AND an adolescent meningococcal vaccination (called MCV4).  

E D U C A T I O N  S T A T I O N  
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    Military Family Life Counselors 
     Life just happens!  When school-age children face the challenges of this military 

lifestyle,  know that there is someone in your school waiting to help.  Military and Family 

Life Counselors (MFLCs — pronounced “em-flecks”) are on hand to speak help your chil-

dren deal with all of life stressors.   Available at every school in Camden County, these 

counselors are Masters or Doctorate-level professionals who offer short-term, solution-

focused, problem-solving counseling.  These counselors take NO notes and do NOT report 

encounters to school or command leadership.  They are 

simply there to offer you and your children the support you 

need to deal with whatever life has sent your way — de-

ployment stresses, divorce, grief, etc. 

     At the start of the year you will receive a consent form 

from the MFLC which they will keep on file in case you 

need their support.  Having this consent on file will simply 

allow the MFLC to meet with your child whenever you be-

lieve he or she needs emotional support of another caring 

adult.  Look for the MFLC at your school or Child Develop-

ment Center. 

Homeschool Huddle! 
     On Friday, August 9th the School Liaison will host “Homeschool Huddle” at the Kings Bay Youth Center 

from 0900—1100 for military families looking to build a strong homeschool community.  Homeschooling a 

great way for military parents to individualize academic instruction for their children, but does require sup-

port.  This ‘meet and greet’ event will give homeschool parents and their students a way to share re-

sources, plan events, gather information to make their homeschools successful and engaging, and have 

some fun.  If you are currently homeschooling or thinking 

about this educational option for your military children, please 

register with the School Liaison by calling (912) 573-8986 or 

writing kingsbaysl@us.navy.mil by Monday, August 5th.  Do 

not miss out on this opportunity to meet other homeschool 

families.  Let’s work together to make sure that your military 

homeschool has access to a community of support.     
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     Moving to a new duty station is never easy!  If you are headed to 
NSB Kings Bay,  getting information about local schools has just be-
come a little bit easier.  The Kings Bay Education Handbook, can be 
found at www.navymwrkingsbay.com  under the “Child and Youth” 
tab.  This handbook is designed to  answer most of the basic ques-
tions parents have about schools in the local area.  Simply go to the 
School Liaison page to find this handbook under the Downloads sec-
tion in the right sidebar.   If you still have questions, call the School 
Liaison at (912) 573-8986 or feel free to send your questions 
kingsbaysl@us.navy.mil.   

Welcome to Naval Submarine Base 

Kings Bay! 

SAT Coming Next Month!! 

     The next SAT is scheduled for Saturday, August 24th and the registration deadline is August 9th 
(late registration deadline is August 13th).  In a world where many colleges and scholarship pro-
grams still require standardized test scores, determining when to take the SAT is an especially criti-
cal part of the admissions process. While most students take the SAT during their junior year of 
high school, some start taking it as early as their sophomore year, and others keep testing well into 
their senior year of high school. It all depends on your test-taking goals, target universities, and cur-
rent aptitude.  

     The trick is to start taking tests early enough that you can get a little practice under your belt, but 
not so early that you haven’t had sufficient time to study. It’s a bit of a balancing act.  The summer 
is an ideal time to take the SAT because students are not usually facing the demands of school year 
studies.  Here’s what you need to know about the SAT: 

 The SAT is offered seven times a year in March, May, June, August, October, November, and De-
cember. 

 It takes two to four weeks to receive an SAT score report. Plan to take the test at least four 
weeks before any scholarship or college application deadlines. 

 You should plan to take the SAT test at least twice. However, some students may want to take it 
more than twice, depending on their testing confidence and goal score. 

 
     College bound students preparing to take the new digital 
SAT (or ACT) may access preparatory resources and prac-
tice exams at a number of online sites. Learn more about 
the Digital SAT by visiting https://blog.collegeboard.org.  
For more information about taking the SAT or college ad-
missions, contact the Kings Bay School Liaison by calling 
(912) 573-8986 or writing kingsbaysl@us.navy.mil.   
 
 

This article was adapted from  www.goingmerry.com on June 13, 2024. 

http://www.goingmerry.com/blog/college-readiness-checklist/


      With food prices on the increase, many families will struggle to provide healthy and nutritious meals to 

their children over the summer.  Camden County Schools, in partnership with the USDA, will distribute free 

meals to families experiencing food insecurities each Monday during the months of June and July (one 

Wednesday).  Families need only come to the locations listed below to access 10 FREE meals (5 breakfasts 

and 5 lunches) weekly for each child 18-years old or younger. The dates and times of meal pick-ups are 

listed below: 

        There is no need to provide proof of residency, income, or enrollment in Camden County schools.  May-
be your family or someone you know needs to take advantage of this great resource!  This food distribution 
program, and others like it, are available to families across the United States.  What does that mean?  If you 
plan to travel over the summer you may still access similar programs in other states or locations.  Use the 
information below to find other food programs online:  

 Text “FOODGA” to 877877 from a mobile device beginning June1  

 Dial 1-866-3-HUNGRY (1-866-348-6479) to find locations 

 Visit Food Finder at www.foodfinder.us to locate food distribution centers   

 Visit Summer Meals for Kids Site Finder: https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer/sitefinder.  

Grab & Go Drive Up: July 10, 15, 17, 22, 24 

School Name School Address Curbside Pick-up Time 

St. Marys Middle School 205 Martha Drive,                                                         
St. Marys, Georgia 31558 

10:00—11:30 

Camden Middle School     1300 Middle School Road,                                 
Kingsland, Georgia 31548 

10:00—11:30 

Woodbine Elementary School     495 Broadwood Drive,                                        
Woodbine, Georgia 31569 

10:00—11:30 

CCHS Ninth Grade Center 6300 Laurel Island Parkway 
Kingsland, Georgia 31548 

10:00—11:30 

For more information call toll free (844) 406-9320 



CRAB Events & Programs 



MWR Events & Programs 



     The warm waters of the Atlantic Ocean which give birth to seasonal hurricanes care little about the pan-

demic which is impacting the global community.  Whether you are new to the area or a Coastal hurricane vet-

eran, now is the time to prepare!  We must not forget that hurricane season begins June 1 and last through 

November 30.  Be ready for hurricane season! 

      Today, you can determine your personal hurricane risk, find out if you live in a hurricane evacuation zone, 

and review/update insurance policies. You can also make a list of items to replenish hurricane emergency 

supplies and start thinking about how you will prepare your home for the coming hurricane season. If you live 

in hurricane-prone areas, you are encouraged to complete these simple preparations before hurricane sea-

son begins.   

     Preparing for a hurricane is not difficult, but it DOES require planning.  Visit www.Ready.gov/Hurricanes for 

more suggestions about how you can design a hurricane plan that meets the unique needs of your family: 

 Documentation:  Might you need to take medical records?  Be sure to bring copies of COVID-19 

verification.  Property or insurance records? Document all of your valuables with a camera.  Make your 

hurricane list and ‘check it twice’ 

 Evacuation route:  Will you stay or evacuate? If you leave, where will you go?  How will you get 

there?  One vehicle or more? Will you need to make hotel reservations or are you staying with family or 

friends? Have enough cash?  Are the vehicle filled with gas? 

 Exceptional needs:  Does anyone in your family 

have special needs?  Medication?  List medications 

and dosage instructions.  Assistive technology/ 

medical equipment?  Be sure to record styles and 

serial numbers of the equipment.   

 Pet Needs — Are pets traveling with you?  Pet vac-

cination records (many hotels requirement)?   Have 

you identified pet-friendly housing options in the 

evacuation area?  Will your pets require crates,    

kennels, food dishes, etc. 

 Communication — Have you compiled the names 

and numbers of those who will need to know where 

you are.  If you are active duty, make sure that your 

Navy Family Accountability and Assessment 

System (NFAAS) information is updated. 

 Download the 

NFAAS app NOW in 

order to maintain open 

lines of communication 

with the command.   

Hurricane Season        June 1— November 30  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmariodiazbalart.house.gov%2Fhow-can-mario-help%2Fhurricane-preparedness&psig=AOvVaw0EKrI8_lqXvFszzO7xAckn&ust=1589994799847000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCGw6y2wOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO




     Here at Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, we know “a little something” about the living through disasters 
associated with hurricanes and tornados.  These types of natural weather events not only cause destruction 
to personal property, they disrupt lives and can have a devastating effect on personal finances.  Keeping track 
of weather and instructions from base leadership is critical.  To take full advantage of the financial resources 
available through the local Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society (NMCRS) you need to act EARLY.  Without a 
plan, many military families will be caught off guard financially when it’s time to get on the road.   

     Who is eligible?  Active duty or retired Sailor or Marine, eligible family members with military ID card, 
surviving spouses, and reservist on extended active duty of 30 days or more.  Assistance from NMCRS and the 
American Red Cross is for those who do not have access to or are not authorized to use a Government travel 
card. 

VOLUNTARY EVACUATION — Don’t wait until the last minute!   

The Kings Bay NMCRS is prepared to offer assistance to military families with gas, food and lodging during a 
voluntary evacuation: 

 $600 interest free loan 

 $50 monthly repayment plan 

MANDATORY EVACUATION — During a mandatory evacuation, local NMCRS personnel are NOT available.  
Instead, military families requiring assistance will be directed to the American Red Cross — Hero’s Line (1-877
-272-7337) to receive assistance.  The same benefits listed above will remain available.   

 

NMCRS will provide urgent basic assistance in the immediate aftermath of a disaster and assistance with es-
sential long-term needs when losses are not adequately covered by insurance or government benefits. 

 

The Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society will continue to meet this mission no matter when or where disaster strikes. 

EF-2 Tornado Hit NSB Kings Bay RV Park  — December 2, 2018 



     DoDMWRLibraries.org is a new one-stop site offering more than 80 free online          

resources offering virtually limitless possibilities — tutoring, research, learning new 

things, or just having some fun!  Take advantage of this great resource which is right at 

your fingertips!  #ExploreReadLearn  It’s free and available 24/7!  

   Child and Youth Education Services 
 

Clainetta T. Jefferson 

School Liaison  

650 USS Wahoo, Bldg. 0166 

Kings Bay, Georgia 31547 

Phone: 912-573-8986 

Email: kingsbayslo@navy.mil   

DoDMWRLibraries.org 

“Call the School Liaison before you move on.” 


